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Lee Dongi is a representative artist who positioned
Korean pop art and spread its boundaries. His
Atomaus is a clever combination of ‘Atom’, a car-
toon character that represents Japan, and ‘Mickey
Mouse’, America’s famous character. During the
1970s and 80s, when he spent his childhood, our
culture was dominated by contents from the Unit-
ed States and Japan, represented by Atom and
Mickey Mouse. Therefore, Atomaus can be viewed
as a natural reflection of the artist's childhood
memories which lied dormant inside him. Also

in the early 1990s, when the artist was studying
fine arts in college and also released Atomaus for
the first time, abstract art was mainstream in the
Korean art world and it was a time when the divide
between fine art and popular art was clear. Also,
Atomaus is not simply a reuse of pop image, but
originated from the artist's determination to break
down the border between fine art and popular

art. By continuously changing Atomaus within the
piece, whether it is in a flower pad, eating ramen
noodles, in a psychiatric ward, nailed on a cross,
smoking cigarettes, or trapped in a bubble, the art-
ist is recording balance and tension of society and

art in his own way.
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Bubbles
acrylic on linen
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Four Atomaus(red)

acrylic on canvas
120x 120 cm
2009
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acrylic on canvas
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2009-10
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Flying Atomaus

acrylic on canvas

100 x 160 cm
2010-11
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A2l Smoking, acrylic on canvas, 120 x 180 cm, 2011
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lower Garden

acrylic on canvas
40 x 45 cm
2012
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Atomaus Playing Golf
acrylic on canvas
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Lee Dongi
(b.1967)
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M.F.A in Painting, Graduate School, Hong-lk
University Seoul
B.FA in Painting, College of Fine Arts, Hong-lk
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